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A new sustainable approach for EssilorLuxottica’s operations in Italy 

 

 40 hectares of industrial land surrounding Barberini’s plant in Abruzzo, a region in central Italy, is 

being recovered and reconverted to host a solar farm and natural food crops to be used in the 

corporate staff restaurants 

 

Charenton-le-Pont, France (June 10, 2024) – EssilorLuxottica implements an innovative project near 

Pescara, Italy which oversees the recovery and reconversion of industrial land surrounding the site of 

Barberini, a world-class optical glass lens manufacturer and part of EssilorLuxottica. Covering almost 

40 hectares, EssilorLuxottica will create a large solar farm to produce renewable energy along with a 

green area hosting sports facilities and natural food crops for the corporate staff restaurants, with a 

sustainable and circular approach. 

 

Covering an area of 25 hectares, the solar farm will be the first large-scale ground-mounted 

photovoltaic system built and directly managed by EssilorLuxottica and will have a total power of 

20MW. The plant is expected to generate approximately 30,000 MWh of renewal energy per year 

(equivalent to the annual electricity consumption of approximately 10,000 families) and will be 

connected directly to Barberini’s industrial site to maximize self-consumption of onsite renewable 

power production.  

 

The new solar farm, together with the photovoltaic panels which are already installed on the roofs of 

Barberini’s buildings and on most of the Company’s plants throughout the world, is a testament to the 

Group's commitment to increase the production of renewable energy and confirms the ongoing 

investments to improve the efficiency across its logistic and manufacturing facilities and to reduce 

energy and water consumption. 

 

The project is being implemented in coordination with local institutions and is part of the Company’s 

journey since 2019, following the completion of the acquisition of Barberini. The Group’s investments 

have made it possible to create a modern production area in Città Sant'Angelo which, in addition to 

hosting a new building with LEED certification for eco-compatibility, no longer uses fossil fuels and 

hosts the cultivation of native species such as olive trees, Abruzzo’s pear tomatoes, and melliferous 

plants in the areas close to the production sites. The Group works with local firm Tenuta Fragassi to 

introduce natural food production from this plant together with the ones from the new crops around the 

solar farm in its corporate staff restaurants. This in turn supports EssilorLuxottica’s Eyes on Food 

program launched in 2022 with Italian chef Davide Oldani to promote a healthy and responsible eating 

in the workplace. 

 

Additionally, the area near the photovoltaic plant will also be open to the community and feature 

educational aspects of circularity and ecology initiatives along with seasonal crops, gardens and 

beekeeping. The site is expected to be completed in early 2025. 

 

“We are continuing to realize EssilorLuxottica’s vision to produce extraordinary results in the market 

alongside major sustainability initiatives and investments to ensure an ethical and responsible 

approach. Today, we mark another key step to keep improving our energy efficiency globally while 

supporting our goal to become carbon neutral in our direct operations around the world by next year, 

as outlined in our Eyes on the Planet corporate sustainability program”, said Francesco Milleri, 

Chairman and CEO of EssilorLuxottica. 
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Contacts Giorgio Iannella   Marco Catalani 

 Head of Investor Relations  Head of Corporate Communications 

 ir@essilorluxottica.com  media@essilorluxottica.com 

 

About EssilorLuxottica EssilorLuxottica is a global leader in the design, manufacture and distribution of ophthalmic lenses, frames and 

sunglasses. With over 200,000 employees across 150 countries, 650 operations facilities and 18,000 stores, in 

2023 the Company generated consolidated revenue of Euro 25.4 billion. Its mission is to help people around the 

world to see more and be more by addressing their evolving vision needs and personal style aspirations. 

EssilorLuxottica is home to the most advanced lens technologies including Varilux, Stellest and Transitions, the 

most iconic eyewear brands including Ray-Ban and Oakley, the most desired luxury licensed brands and world-

class retailers including LensCrafters and Sunglass Hut. The Company’s OneSight EssilorLuxottica Foundation 

has given access to sustainable vision care to more than 760 million people in underserved communities. The 

EssilorLuxottica share trades on the Euronext Paris market and is included in the Euro Stoxx 50 and CAC 40 

indices. Codes and symbols: ISIN: FR0000121667; Reuters: ESLX.PA; Bloomberg: 

EL:FP.  www.essilorluxottica.com. 
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